Unit 8  Shopping 
Section1：Learning Objectives

· To communicate with clients and help them shop
· Words and expressions concerning the topic

· Shopping in English

· Learn how to describe souvenirs  in English

· Etiquettes  on exchanging gifts

Section 2：Pre-class activities
· Discuss with your partner and list words and expressions about shopping.
· What are the three types of shops in China? What are the prices of goods in those shops?
· How to show the tourists to go shopping? 
Leading –in Dialogue
A:Mrs. Smith    B:  a clerk at travel service   C: a shop assistant
A: Excuse me, Mrs. Smith. There are many Chinese specialties here. Don’t you take something for your friends?

B: I’d love to. You know, I’m fond of shopping1. I want to buy some silk dresses for my daughter.

A: OK. Let’s go to Xidan Market. There you can buy many beautiful silk ones.

B: Oh, I eagerly want to go. Now let’s go.

(In Xidan Market)

C: Good morning. Can I help you?

B:  Yes. Mrs. Smith would like to buy some beautiful silk dresses for her daughter.

C:  There’re many colors. Which one do you like, Mrs. Smith?
A:  I’ve no idea. Which one do you recommend?

C:  Let me show you.

A:  Thank you.

C:  Do you think a red one will do?

A: Well, the red one is beautiful indeed. But I think the pink one will suit my daughter.

C:　The pink one is very beautiful. Will you take it?

Ａ：　How much is it?

Ｃ：148yuan.

Ａ：I’m afraid it’s too dear to me. I’d like to buy a cheaper one.

C:  Maybe this one will suit you. This is just 88yuan.
A:  Let me have a look. Ah, I will take it.

C:  Do you need anything else?

A:  I also that purple one.

C:  Ok. Altogether they are 296yuan, Mrs. Smith.

A:  Here is 300yuan.

C:  Take your change, please.
A:  Thank you. Goodbye. 

Notes：
specialty  

[ 'speʃəlti ] n.              特产品；特制品
recommend  

[ rekə'mend ] vt.         推荐，介绍；劝告，建议

pink  


[ piŋk ] n.                    粉红色，桃红色

purple  


[ 'pə:pl ] n.                  紫色，紫红色

change  


[ tʃeindʒ ] n.               零钱，找头

credit card 信用卡

check the balance 查询余额
cash or charge？现金还是信用卡

I’m fond of shopping. 我喜欢逛商店。

Which one do you recommend? 你给我推荐一下吧？

Take your change, please.　请收好零钱。 

Notes
1.    I’m fond of shopping. 
      我喜欢逛商店。

2.   Which one do you recommend? 

      你给我推荐一下吧？

3.   Take your change, please.

      请收好零钱。 
Section 3：In-class Learning

Part A    Dialogue
A：Mrs. Smith    B:  a shop assistant
Ｂ: Good morning. Can I help you?

Ａ: I’d like to buy a typically Chinese cloisonné vase.

Ｂ: Yes, sir. Please come here. We have a large collection.

Ａ:　I would like a medium-size vase, preferably with traditional Chinese painting.

Ｂ：What do you think of this one? The background is pale blue with traditional Chinese landscape painting.

Ａ：It looks exquisite. I love it. What’s the price for it?

Ｂ：1800yuan.

Ａ：1800yuan! It’s too expensive. How about half the price?

B:  Half? Are you kidding?
A:  Well, I think you can offer a bigger one. How about twenty percent?

B:  I’m sorry. But this is one-price shop.

A:  All right, I’ll take it. Can I pay by traveler’s checks?

B:  I’m afraid you can’t. We accept only cash.

A:  Here is 2000yuan.

B:  Well, here’s your change. Please check it.

A:  By the way, where can I buy some cloisonné bracelet?6

B:  Go straight ahead, and then turn right. You’re sure to see it in front.

A:  Thank you very much. Goodbye.
Ｗｏｒｄｓ：

typically  
[ 'tipikəli ] adv.             
典型地，有代表性地
cloisonné  
n.        
（嵌丝）景泰蓝
vase  

[ vɑ:z, veis ] n.               
（装饰用的）花瓶；瓶
traditional  
[ trə'diʃən(ə)l ] adj.        
传统的；习俗的
landscape  
[ 'lændskeip ] n.          
风景画；风景，景色
exquisite  
[ 'ekskwizit ] adj.          
精美的，精致的
bracelet  
[ 'breislit ] n.               
手镯；手链；手铐

Ｎｏｔｅｓ：

1. I’d like to buy a typically Chinese cloisonné vase. 
      我想买一个有中国特色的景泰蓝花瓶。

2.   We have a large collection. 

      我们有大量货品。

3.   preferably with traditional Chinese painting 

      最好是有中国传统画的那种。

4.   Are you kidding? 

      你在开玩笑吗？

5.   But this is one-price shop. 

      我们商店不打折。

6.   By the way, where can I buy some cloisonné bracelet? 

      请问在哪儿可以买到景泰蓝手镯？ 

Ｕｓｅｆｕｌ　ｅｘｐｒｅｓｓｉｏｎｓ：

Fｏｒ　ａ　ｔｏｕｒ　ｇｕｉｄｅ
1.   There are many Chinese specialties here.
      这里有很多中国的特产。

2.   Are you interested in Chinese silk?

      你对中国的丝绸感兴趣吗？

3.   Don’t you take some souvenir to your friends?

      难道你不想给你们的朋友买些纪念品吗？

4.   In fact there can’t be many people who could manage to stay in 

      China and not be tempted to do any shopping.

      实际上很多好不容易到中国来的客人不可能不买些东西。

5.   It would be a shame to leave Suzhou without trying some silk.

      到苏州不买些丝绸是很遗憾的。 

6.   They’ve got lots of brands there, and you will surely find the one that 
      fits you.

      他们那品牌众多，你一定会找到适合自己的。

7.   Pink is quite in fashion this year.

      今年流行粉红色。

8.   I would suggest you buy paper cuts, embroidery and batik. They are 

      easy to carry.

      我建议你们买些剪纸、刺绣、蜡染，这些东西便于携带。

9.   Longjing Tea from the West Lake in Hangzhou is well-known both 

      at home and abroad.

      杭州西湖的龙井茶驰名国内外。

10. I suggest you take two silk fans for your friends so that they can 

      enjoy the vivid miniature of Huangshan’s magnificence.

      我建议你买两把绸扇给朋友，以便他们能领略黄山生动的壮美景观。

Ｆｏｒ　ａ　ｔｏｕｒｉｓｔ

1.   I want to buy a piece of shoes.
      我想买双鞋子。

2.   Can you show me some silk?

      你能给我拿些丝绸看看吗？

3.   Can you recommend something for my daughter?

      你能给我的女儿推荐些什么吗？

4.   We’d like to buy some souvenirs for my friends.

      我想买些纪念品给我的朋友。

5.   How much does the painting cost?

      这幅画卖多少钱？ 

6.   That seems too much for this coat. Do you have anything cheaper?
      这件大衣似乎有点太贵了。你们还有便宜点儿的吗？

7.   I want to see some chocolates. Can you give me some suggestions?

      我想看一下巧克力，你能给我些建议吗？

8.   I want to buy a raincoat. Could you please show me one?

      我想买一件雨衣。请你拿一件给我看看好吗？

9.   I decide to buy the blue suit. How much discount will you offer?

      我决定要买那套蓝色西装，请问能打几折？

10. What are their business hours?

      他们的营业时间是什么时候？  

Ｆｏｒ　ａ　ｓｈｏｐ　ａｓｓｉｓｔａｎｔ

1.   Good morning, sir. Can I help you?
      早上好，先生。我能帮您做点什么？

2.   How do you like those displayed in the window?

      你觉得橱窗里摆的怎么样？

3.   I’m afraid I can’t help you at the moment.

      很抱歉，现在恐怕没有了。

4.   What size, please?

      请问您穿多大号的？

5.   There are different kinds. Which one do you like?

      这儿有不同的种类，你喜欢哪种？ 

6.   What color would you prefer?
      你喜欢哪种颜色？

7.   How about this one?

      这件怎么样？

8.   Do you need anything else?

      还要点别的吗？

9.   I’m sorry. But this is one-price shop.

      我很抱歉，我们这里不打折。

10. The price is fair, madam. It’s a famous brand. It stands wear and will 

      never lose shape！

      价格很公道了，太太。这是名牌。很耐穿并且永不变型。 

Part B Text
How to Describe a Souvenir?
       As a tour guide, surely he will lead the tourists to buy some local souvenirs, or he may be asked to give some suggestion on buying a certain souvenir. In describing a local souvenir, the tour guide should have the knowledge of the souvenir on the following: its history, function, feature, story, value, etc.

Ｓａｍｐｌｅ　１
Nanjing Cloud-pattern Brocade
The traditional cloud-pattern brocade is the most famous of the handicrafts. It got its name for the fact that the pattern on the material is said to resemble beautiful clouds. Originally made in the Southern Dynasty, it gradually developed during the Yuan Dynasty and was most popular during the Ming and Qing Dynasty. There have always been special institutes in charge of making garments with cloud-pattern brocade for the imperial family or foreign dignitaries.
Ｓａｍｐｌｅ　２

Imitation Ancient Ivory Carvings
Imitation Ancient Ivory Carvings are very popular in Nanjing. The most common pieces depict figures, animals and vessels. One masterpiece, “The Princess Wencheng Leaving for Tibet” was chosen as one of the nine best traditional handicrafts produced in China. Besides this, other pieces are also very popular including the “Duanwu Dragon Boat”, “A Tang Person Hits his friend called Ju” and Dancing Figures from the Tang Dynasty
Ｎｏｔｅｓ

１． Nanjing Cloud-pattern Brocade 
      南京云锦 因其绚丽多姿、灿若云霞而得名，集历代织锦工艺之大  

      成，而居中国三大名锦之首，之后为宋锦与蜀锦，其丰富的文化和

      科技内涵，被专家称作是中国古代织锦工艺史上的“中华一绝”。

2.   Imitation Ancient Ivory Carvings 

      仿古象牙刻。

Treasure House
Chinese Traditional Festivals
Spring Festival 
    The Spring Festival is the most important celebration for Chinese people. Although the meaning and the methods of celebration of the Spring Festival are changing with the time, the important status of the Spring Festival is incomparable. 
According to the traditional custom, the Spring Festival lasts from the 23rd day of 12th lunar month to the 15th day of 1st lunar month, and the climax should be the New Year Eve and the first day of first lunar month. 
People carry out a lot of activities all over the country to welcome the Spring Festival. In the countryside, all the families clean their houses, wash their clothes and bed sheets. Fresh new clothes and sheets commemorate the fresh New Year! Special New Year purchases are also important parts of upcoming New Year. In the city, they celebrate the New Year with art teams performances, various entertainment parties, and the big parks hold "temple fairs" to provide, recreation, food and art!
Mid-Autumn Festival
The Mid-Autumn Festival is on the 15th day of the 8th month. It is an evening celebration when families gather together to light lanterns4, eat moon cakes and appreciate the round moon. On that night, the moon appears to be at its roundest and brightest. The full moon is a symbol for family reunion, which is why that day is also known as the Festival of Reunion.

  In mid-autumn, farmers have just finished gathering their crops and bringing in fruits in the orchards5. They are overwhelmed with joy6 when they have a bumper harvest and at the same time, they feel quite relaxed after a year of hard work. So the 15th day of the eighth lunar month (the Mid-Autumn Festival) has gradually evolved as a widely celebrated festival for ordinary people.
The Dragon Boat Festival
The Dragon Boat Festival, also called the Duanwu Festival, is celebrated on the fifth day of the fifth month according to the Chinese calendar. For thousands of years, the festival has been marked by eating Zong zi (glutinous rice wrapped to form a pyramid using bamboo leaves) and racing dragon boats. The festival is best known for its dragon-boat races, especially in the southern provinces where there are many rivers and lakes. This regatta commemorates the death of Qu Yuan , an honest minister who is said to have committed suicide by drowning himself in a river. 

The Double Ninth Festival 
The Double Ninth Festival, the ninth day of the ninth lunar month, is an occasion to express reverence to the aged for their achievements in the past and help them dispel their loneliness . 

   Statistics reveal that the number of people above the age of 65 was estimated at more than 100 million by the end of 2005. It is estimated that the number of people above the age of 65 will exceed 400 million by 2040. To make things worse, the side effect of family planning is looming. The first generation of single children has reached child bearing age and their parents will retire into the ranks of the aged in a decade or so and it will be impossible for single-child couples to take care of four aged parents. 
The various activities held for the aged on this special festival should act to cultivate in the entire society an awareness of the effect of the large aged population will have on the social security system and overall economic growth and social progress. 

Vocabulary

status 

[ 'steitəs ] n. 地位,身份
incomparable 
[ in'kɔmpərəbl ] a. 无比的,无双的
lunar 

[ 'lju:nə ]  a. 月亮的
climax 

[ 'klaimæks ] n. 高潮,极点
commemorate 
[ kə'meməreit ] v. 纪念,庆祝
upcoming 
[ 'ʌp,kʌmiŋ ] a. 即将来临的

temple 

[ 'templ ] n. 庙宇,寺院

recreation 
[ rekri'eiʃ(ə)n ]n. 消遣,娱乐

symbol 

[ 'simbəl ]n. 符号,标志

orchard 

[ 'ɔ:tʃəd ] n. 果园

bumper 

[ 'bʌmpə ]n. 缓冲挡,满杯,丰收

evolve 

[ i'vɔlv ]v. 进展,进化,展开 

calendar 
[ 'kæləndə ] n. 日历,月历
glutinous 
[ 'glu:tinəs ]a. 粘的,胶状的

pyramid 

[ 'pirəmid ] n. 金字塔

regatta 

[ ri'gætə ] n. 赛舟会

commit 

[ kə'mit ]v. 委托(托付),犯罪, 承诺

reverence 
[ 'revərəns ] n. 敬畏,尊敬

dispel 

[ dis'pel ] v. 驱散,驱逐

statistics 
[ stə'tistiks ] n. 统计

estimate 
[ 'estimeit ] n. 估计,估价

exceed 

[ ik'si:d ] v. 超过,胜过

loom 

[ lu:m ] n. 织布机

decade 

[ 'dekeid ] n. 十年

cultivate 

[ 'kʌltiveit ] v. 培养,耕作,畜

awareness 
[ ə'wɛənis ] n认识 

Notes:
1. the important status of the Spring Festival is incomparable.
春节的地位是无与伦比的
2. lunar month   农历月份

3.   the big parks hold "temple fairs" to provide, recreation, food and art!.

      一些大公园会举行庙会供市民们娱乐、品尝小吃和欣赏才艺表演

4.   when families gather together to light lanterns  当家人团圆，结伴去赏花灯时

5. farmers have just finished gathering their crops and bringing in fruits 

      in the orchards.     农民收割完稻子并放入粮仓。

6.   They are overwhelmed with joy   他们内心充满了丰收的喜悦 

7.  glutinous rice wrapped to form a pyramid using bamboo leaves 
      用竹叶将糯米裹成金字塔的形状。

8.   This regatta commemorates the death of Qu Yuan , an honest minister who is said to have committed suicide by drowning himself in a river.

     这种赛舟会是为了纪念屈原的死去，他是一名忠实的朝廷大臣，据说是投江自杀了。 

  9.  it is an occasion to express reverence to the aged for their achievements in the past and help them dispel their loneliness.

      这个节日是为了向老人表达敬意，感谢他们过去对社会做出的贡献并帮助他们排解晚年的孤独

10. To make things worse, the side effect of family planning is looming.
      更糟糕的是，计划生育政策带来的负面影响日益突出

11.   to cultivate in the entire society an awareness of the side effect of  the large aged population will have on the social security system and overall economic growth and social progress.

      激发全社会的人认识到日益增长的老龄化人口给社会保障体系、经济增长和社会进步带来的负面影响。 

Exercises:

1.    Answer the following questions, according to the text. 
(1)How long does the season of Spring Festival last in China?
(2) What do the countryside people do for the coming of the spring festival
 (3) What do the city people do to celebrate the new year?
(4) Describe some folk customs about Chinese Mid-Autumn Festival , 

     please.
 (5) What’s the special significance of Mid-Autumn Festival for Chinese 
      rural people?
（6）What day is the Dragon Boat Festival?
（7)  Why do people like to hold activities of dragon-boat racing?
2.   Translate the following passage into Chinese.
· Qingming, meaning clear and bright, is the day for mourning the dead. It falls in early April every year. It corresponds with the onset of warmer weather, the start of spring plowing, and of family outings. Springtime, especially in North China, is the windy season, just right for flying kites. It is not surprising that kite flying is very popular during the Qingming season. 
· Minister of Culture has called for new protective measures to prevent celebrations of traditional Chinese festivals dying out. "We need to draw more attention from people in all walks of life by including traditional festivals in school textbooks, improving publicity and encouraging people to celebrate them," he said. In a recent nationwide campaign to protect cultural heritage, almost all traditional festivals were included in a list of cultural heritages under national-level protection. 
3.   Translate the following passage into English.
· 七夕节，源自于一个美丽的爱情传说，这是中国传统节日中最具浪漫色彩的一个节日。面对夜空，古往今来有多少人带者对美好爱情的渴望，憧憬着自己的未来。现如今自从西方的情人节传入中国后， 又有多少人还记得自己这个传统的浪漫节日呢？其实，七夕原本就是中国人的情人节
· 中国虽不是宗教的国家，但也有许多自己的节日。这些节日也都有其文化的内涵。旅居海外的华人、华侨，历经几代，仍保留中华文化，一个重要表现和重要因素，就在于他们始终保持着传统节日的习俗。
4.   Search on Line

Please search on line for the information about Chinese lantern festival, share your findings with your classmates. 
Section 4 : After-class Activities
Dialogue : Talking About Shopping

Peter:      Miss Zhang, I have exchanged money as you suggested, and I’d like to buy some souvenirs for my friends and relatives. Do you have any suggestions?

Miss Zhang: Well, there are a lot of Chinese specialties. Which kind do you prefer?

Peter:     I just want some typical Chinese things. And I was told that I should buy some Chinese arts and crafts.

Miss Zhang: Actually, you can expect to get a wonderful variety of Chinese specialties, such as silk products, embroideries, Chinese calligraphic works and paintings, cloisonné, teas, too many to list.

Peter:      Great! That’s why I come to you for help.

Miss Zhang: Um, how about we buy different things for different people?

Peter       Good idea. I’d like that very much.

Miss Zhang: Have you ever thought of buying silk for your sister? It is soft and feels comfortable. Silk is some kind of luxury in China.

Peter:      That sounds great.

Miss Zhang: What will you say to buy some crafts for your friends, like jade, paper-cutting, embroiders, and lacquer wares?

Peter      I like that.

Miss Zhang: You can also buy some kites, Chinese knots and local products for kids. Do you know that Beijing preserved fruits are popular?

Peter :     Really? I’ll definitely get some. Thank you so much, Miss Zhang. I’ve just turn to the right person. By the way, how can I make my purchase worth the money when I shop?

Miss Zhang: In my opinion, you’d better visit various stores to check the quality and the price.

Peter:      Right. Well, thanks indeed, Miss Zhang.

Miss Zhang: My pleasure. When you are going shopping? Maybe I can accompany you if It is on the weekend.

Peter:      Oh, terrific! You are so kind.

Miss Zhang: I wish you can enjoy shopping in China.

Peter:      I’m sure I will.

Role Play

Dr. Smith is leaving China and going back home. He wants to buy some gifts and souvenirs for his family (his parents, wife and children), and friends. He asks Miss Lin to recommend some stores and Chinese specialties for him. Miss Liu suggests he go to the Friendship Store to buy some antiques and paintings for his friends, some silks and teas for his parents and wife, and some accessories for his daughters, such as Chinese knots and bracelets.
Task 1  Simulation

Work in groups of 3-4. Suppose your foreign friends is leaving China soon, and he or she is going to buy some gifts or souvenirs for his or her family and friends, especially the specialties and local products in your city. He or she asks you for suggestion. Discuss with your group members for the following matters before giving an oral report on your recommendation in front of the whole class.
· Select one specialty or local product;
· Introduce its specialties and characteristics;

· The reasons why you recommend it;

· The best place to buy it.

The introduction of the product may include: shape, color, size, history/origin of it, significance, etc.

You may consider: price, shopping environment, product’s quality, etc.

Task 2

Prepare a report about Mid-autumn Day: local customs, food etc. and compare typical Chinese festivals with the western ones.

Task 3

  Write a report on the procedure of preparing gifts for foreigners. It mainly includes the following steps:

1. Make a shopping list for them;

2. Money exchange (if necessary);

3. Visit different shops;

4. Compare prices;

5. Purchase;

6. Pack. 
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